. - Dear Mr. Espy1

DEC1 3136

_ Hr. Thowas J. Eepy, Jr.

Post Office Box 163
Summerville, Georzia 30747

... ' This is in reference to the Ordinance pre~ oy !
7. sepibing changes in clection progedures, attached -t
Lk de gour Aetter of October 15, 1969 and marked S

U "Exhibit A," which wae submitted to the Attorney v,

: Genersl pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights .

UAgE of 1965, | e
-~ 7" ohe Attorney Gtnersl will not at this time
{pterpose objections to Paragraphs 1 through 6 and
8. However, I am sure you are aware that the fallure
. to object does not bar any subsaquent actiosn to en-
- Juin the enforcement of these praovisions. fof
. : | At
_ Paragraph 7, Sactizn (b) Ls sbjectionable inl
‘tim entirety. The siandardz referred to have been

gupersaded by the Votin: Righig Act of 1955, Bectlion o -
;& (a), (v) and {c). Paragreph 7, Sectlan (¢) is -

a?ﬂcqtionable Ineofar an 1t only requires a‘challqnﬁoﬁ
ela

etor Lo be nitificd end given an opportunity $o . .
anawer "if practicel.’ Such latiltude has in the pagt
been shown to be an effective tool through which dis-

1

© erimination moy be practiced.

G Should yosu wish to preéent Justirientton for = '
' the ehangeg to which I have cbjecied; or propose pro=:. . =
-eedures which will insure agsingt racially discriminas<-

tory effects in thely inplamentntion, the Attorney
General will reowmninider hio povitlicn, Of couree, ns
provided by Sceiti a5 of tho Voting Righte Act, you
hava the alternative of inziiiuting an actlon ia the
United Statez Distsicy Court £or tho District aof

. Columbia for a declaratory Judzment that the quccted: ;‘
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to changes do a0t have the purpose and will not have
the sffect of denying or abridging the right to vote
on asgount of race or edlor.

do ot hesitate to contast office
1.!';‘: can be of further asssistamce to you in this
na g

|

Sincerely,

Assistant Attormey General
' ]
Civil Rights Division




